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During my stay in Peking the Chinese authorities issued an
order forbidding the parading of canaries on the public places
on the grounds that it brought ridicule upon the nation and
encouraged idleness. Happily the new law had no effect.
Even the foreign owners of canaries fail to induce them to enliven
their houses with song unless they are sent out on their afternoon
walks.
The representative of a Great Power, residing in the palatial
precincts of an extensive Legation, was presented by a lady—who
did not want it—with a canary. Now do what he would his
Excellency could not persuade the bird to sing. The fact worried
him and he began to neglect his diplomatic duties. Instead of
dictating despatches he learned to whistle and to chirrup. But
the more melodious he became the more silent became his little
feathered friend. In a short time their relative positions were
completely changed. The strong, silent diplomat was artless
and communicative. He hopped about the room and flapped
his arms as if they had been wings. The bird, on the contrary,
wore the appearance of guarding momentous diplomatic secrets.
While the Minister gave his mind to ants* eggs and millet, the
canary seemed wrapped up in the problems of extra-territoriality,
It should be added that the relations between the Governments
of the two Powers were not in the least affected by the domestic
crisis.
It is well known in China that when the Ministers of foreign
Governments are at a loss, it happens now and again, they
invariably consult their " head boy "—the infallible domestic
servant who controls them, their households, and all that is
theirs. So his Excellency summoned Yang and asked his
ornithological advice. His reply was brief, but definite.
" Canally, Sir, no go walk, no sing." The Minister recalled this
idiosyncrasy of the Chinese songster and ordered the " head
boy " to send the little bird out every afternoon for a promenade.
After a moment of meditation Yang reminded his master that
the numerous domestic staff of the Legation was already over-
worked and easily persuaded him to permit the engagement of a
" canary coolie *' for the purpose. But the wage which the
Minister consented to disburse was so inadequate that after
Yang had deducted his half as commission the rest only sufficed
to pay a very inferior person. His clothes were not washed, nor
was his hair cut. His accent was that of the back streets of the
Tartar City and his nails were filthy. To this unattractive

